O Academic Research News

Academic Research News
Peer-Reviewed Journal

98
Volume 1, SPL 1, April 2024 E-ISSN —2584-167X

Kumarikku Adaikalamai Vanthal Meenakshi

Dr. A. P. Ramalekshmi, Assistant Professor of Tamil, Tamil Research Centre,
S.T. Hindu College, Nagercoil - 629003, Tamil Nadu, India.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5093-6577
DOI: 10.5281/zen0d0.11192243

Abstract

Kanyakumari is about 16 km from Nagerkoil. Kandan Shasta Temple is an ancient
guardian deity in the town of Aralvaimozhi located in the Thovalai district. In the 13"
century AD, when Alauddin Khilji's army under the command of Malikapur captured
Madurai from the Pandyas. Historical evidence says that the Meenakshi statue was preserved
in the Barakodi Kandan Shasta temple in Aralvaimozhi for 59 years. It was the family deity of
the Venadu kings. Barakodi Kandan Shasta Temple is the place where the Meenakshi statue
was preserved. Ever since this event took place, the auspicious Meenakshi Sundareswarar
Temple has been revered. The "Thirukalyana Festival' is celebrated for four days in the month
of Chitrai as the festival of sending Madurai Meenakshi from the Chera country to the
Pandya country. The festival and ceremonies related to the historical events are held in the
Thirukalyana Mandapam of the temple. It is believed that Ambal was taken to the Vinayagar
temple the day before and Goddess Meenakshi who bathed in the nearby Akaligai spring, was
brought by Madurai Sundareswarar. The bridegroom's family members, bring Meenakshi to
the holy stage of this temple and marry Meenakshi by giving new clothes and ornaments
along with a drum. Thus, the ceremonious rituals go on in the temple according to the
sources. Hence, this article investigates the sources to bring the original facts to the Tamil
society.
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